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Fourth Annual Conference on recent work in Biology and Philosophy

The Evolution of Cognition:
Niche Construction, Culture,
and Environmental Complexity

April 23-24, 2005
Duke University, Durham NC

This conference aims to investigate the roles that niche construction, Plenary Speakers:

cultural evolution, and environmental complexity play in shaping the .

mind. The conference will address these and related questions: How, Peter Godfrey-Smith (Harvard, ANU)
and to what extent, has niche construction (organism-produced .

environmental change) played a role in the evolution of cognition? Is F. John Od||ng-Smee (Oxford)

niche construction a kind of cultural transmission or should it be

viewed as sometr_\ing distin(_:t? What are the cognit!ve preconditions Dale Purves (Duke)

for cultural evolution? How is being a cultural species likely to affect

the direction or rate of cognitive evolution? How do organisms . :

restructure their environments to simplify or otherwise alter a problem Peter Richerson (UC DaVIS)

domain? What role has environmental complexity played in the ceea . .
evolution of mind? What is environmental complexity and how does William Wimsatt (Chicago)
it determine fitness differences in interaction with cognitive abilities,

niche construction, and culture?

Conference Registration: Additional Speakers:
Please register for the conference by sending an email to:
A Y "9 ! Marshall Abrams (Duke)

mabrams@duke.edu. No registration fee is required.
Catherine Driscoll (NCSU)

Additional Information available at:

www.duke.edu/philosophy/bio/conference.html Justin Fisher (Arizona)

Jesse J. Prinz (UNC)
Sponsored by the Center for Philosophy of Biology, Duke Emily Schultz (St. Cloud State)
University. :
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